PGUMC 12-30-18
Expecting series

Expect Complete Joy
16 “In

a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little
while you will see me.”
17 Some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little
while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18
They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t
understand what he is saying.”
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them,
“Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little
while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see
me’? 20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world
rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman
giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when
her baby is born, she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a
child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief,
but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away
your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you
the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24
Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you
will receive, and your joy will be complete. John 16:16-24
Christian Joy.
1. Christian joy is rooted in God loving us first.
“We love Him (Jesus Christ) because He first loved us. I John 4:19
➢ What greater joy is there than knowing that Jesus Christ first loved
us?
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39.
2. Christian joy knows that the Lord causes all things to work
together for our good.
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Romans 8:28

3. Christian joy cannot be understood by natural means.
“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7
4. Christian joy is real joy and it is full of glory.
These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with
an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:7-9
Anne Steele:
“My God, my Father, blissful name
Oh may I call Thee mine?
May I with sweet assurance claim
A portion so divine?
This only can my fears control
And bid my sorrows fly;
What harm can ever reach my soul
Beneath my Father’s eye?
Whate’er Thy providence denies
I calmly would resign
For Thou art just, and good, and wise
O bend my will to Thine
Whate’er Thy sacred will ordains
O give me strength to bear;
And let me know my Father reigns
And trust His tender care
If pain and sickness rend this frame
And life almost depart
Is not Thy mercy still the same
To cheer my drooping heart
If cares and sorrows me surround
Their power why should I fear?
My inward peace they cannot wound
If Thou, my God, art near.”

